Dear ZC Maija,
dear all Lions, spouses and friends to Lions.

This is lady Mai and my third visit to your Zone and I still remember the warmness and friendship of the Latvian Lions when we were in Riga and in Jurmala in autumn 2012.

It is a privilege for me as International Director to be invited to one of the most interesting parts of our worldwide Lions family, to visit your Zone and participate in Zone Convention in this weekend here in Adazi .Thank you for your invitation and reception.

In a world of need, suffering, destruction and illiteracy, there is one name that stands out among others – Lions Clubs International

Our International theme for 2012-2013 is In a World of Service and 
for 2013 – 2014 Follow Your Dream.
We are this fiscal year In a World of Service and I know that our next International President wants us to reach the goals we have in our dreams, so I am confident that the Lions of Latvian fit in 100 % in the goals of our organization yesterday, today and tomorrow.

The good results of all our efforts to do something for the ones in need have always motivated us. So never ever forget to stimulate and encourage your fellow Lions to do an excellent job, and of course to appreciate their efforts.  And you will find yourself a better Lions.
To reach on Dream, we need to grow our membership and build stronger clubs. Our IP Madden comes from Indiana, which is world famous for Indi 500 car race. His winning formula is: Dedication + Preparation + Teamwork = EXCELLENCE.
We are a team of over 1.37 million like Estonian population.
No team member is more important than the other. In a World of Service, there is Lions Clubs International, a global network of more than 46000 clubs, each one making a real impact. Among them are also your 6 Lions Clubs.

To date, we continue to fill our clubs with new members. We have added about 102 000 new members and 930 new clubs so far this year. Why is that important?
We must be ready at all times to answer the call of service.
Next I want to remind you of our LCI goals:

Lions throughout the world responded with donations to our LCIF disaster fund and everyday needs throughout the world, as only Lions can.

Donation for measles continue. 15,7 million received as of April 5. LQ is now in 80 countries.

When it  comes to reading.
„The more you read, the more things you´ll know. 
The more you learn, the more places you´ll go“.
Literacy gives us the tools to take our place in society as informed and active citizens.
Think before you speak. Read before you think – said the writer Fran Lebowitz.

I'm very pleased to report as of the end of April, we have surpassed 62,000 Reading Action Program activities, serving over 6 million people worldwide.
A call-to-action for all Lions: Improve literacy and access to education, and bridge the digital divide.
It's easy, and a great way to make a real difference in your community.
Initially the program was to be for one year, but by Lions the International Board of Directors recently approved the extencion of the program for at least a decade.
It is obviously worth a try.
Dear fellow Lions.
I see in every of you a lot of potential. We help the children and old people, we help to feed those in need, and we do it voluntarily.

Your Zone is one of the relatively young ones among the international family like my home District 120 in Estonia, but during these years you have achieved a lot of your goals that you set up when you started Lions within Latvia in 1992. 

During this Lions Year, I have noticed your many humanitarian activities  for children. 
This initiative to do Charity projects for Children I applaud from my heart.

I would like to congratulate each and every one of you and your family for all of the hard work that you have put in not just the past lionsyear but during all the years as a lion. 
 I am glad to thank all fellow Lions for your help and cooperation, for your support, your effort and contribution. 
Each member can share in the pride of making the world a better place.
That old Lions optimistic spirit never gets old.
English poet John Keats said it best: Scenery is fine, but human nature is finer. 

On behalf of the International Board of Directors I would like to congratulate you on a successful and interesting Convention.

Thank you for your attention!
